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in that temple which I see through the trees.    That will serve the

double purpose, worship and repose.   And it is the proper custom to

sit a moment before entering a town, so stop the chariot.

Charioteer.   As the prince commands.    [Sto-fts the chariot.]

Bharata.  [Dismounting from the chariot.]    Charioteer, rest the horses

in a quiet spot.

Charioteer.  As the prince commands.

Bharata.  [Taking a few steps and  looking   round.]    Oblations   are

indicated by the fried grains and the flowers strewn by a pious hand.

The walls are marked with five-finger prints of sandal.    The doors are

festooned with garlands.    There is fresh sand on the ground.    Is it

something special at the turn of the moon, or daily piety?   To what

deity can the place belong1?   I see no external sign, neither weapon nor

banner.   Wei], I will go in and find out.   [Entering and looking round]

What exquisite carving in these sculptures!    How lifelike they are.

Though these statues represent deities they look just like men.    Is this

a glorification of the four deities ?   Nay, be they what they may, they

delight my heart.

If they be deities it is right to bow the head, only a churl would
worship them without a verse of praise.    (5)

[Enter the Keeper.]

Keeper. Hullo! Who is this that has gone into the gallery while I was
engaged on my own affairs, after finishing my official duties'? He
strongly resembles the statues. Well, I will go in and find out.

[Enters the gallery.]
Bharata.  Salutation.
Keeper.  No, no, do not worship them.
Bharata.   Oh, sir, say not so !

Is there something you should tell me ?   Why is this special
prohibition maintained ?   Is it tyranny of rules ?   (6)
Keeper. Those are not the reasons why I forbade you, but I would not
have a brahman worship, thinking they were gods.    For they are of the
warrior caste.

Bharata.  So !    Warriors, you say ?    Then what are their names ?
Keeper. Sons of Ikshvaku.

Bharata.  [Joyfully.]   Sons of Ikshvaku!    So these are the rulers of
Ayodhya.

These are they that rallied with the Gods at the destruction of
the Demon city. These are they that by their good deeds
pass to Indra's realm with the subjects of the country and
the town. These are they that hold the whole world won by